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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 4914 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PK, AF 

SUBJECT: PAK- AFGHAN RELATIONS: PROPAGANDA 

1. IN COURSE DISCUSSION PAK- AFGHAN RELATIONS 

MAY 31, AFGHAN CHARGE SHERZOI TOLD POL COUNSELOR 
THAT "ABOUT A WEEK AGO" PAK AMBASSADOR TO KABUL 
ALI ARSHAD HAD APPROACHED GOA DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER WAHID ABDULLAH AND PROPOSED LOWERING OF 
PROPAGANDA LEVEL. ACCORDING TO SHERZOI, ABDULLAH 
HAD IN RESPONSE DRAWN DISTINCTION BETWEEN PERSONAL 
ATTACKS ON NAIONAL LEADERS AND WHAT ABDULLAH 
TERMED "POLITICAL PROPAGANDA." ABDULLAH TOLD ALI 
ARSHAD THAT GOA WAS UNWILLING TO END LATTER BECAUSE 
TO DO SO WOULD IMPLY THAT IT WAS SATISFIED WITH 
PRESENT POSITION. HOWEVER, HE DID EXPRESS HIS 
WILLINGNESS TO STOP PERSONAL ATTACKS. HE AND PAK 
AMBASSADOR THEN CAME TO WHAT SHERZOI TERMED 
"VERBAL A GR ELEMENT" TO END SUCH AD HOMINEM PROPAGANDA. 

2. IF REPORT IS ACCURATE - AND IF AGREEMENT IS 
EFFECTIVELY IMPLEMENTED DOWN THE LINE - THIS IS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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GOOD NEWS INDEED. WE ARE CURIOUS, HOWEVER, THAT 
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MFA OFFICIALS KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT AFGHAN AFFAIRS 
HAVE NOT MENTIONED IT TO US IN COURSE MEETINGS 
WE HAVE HAD WITH THEM OVER PAST WEEK. WED 
APPRECIATE ANYTHING KABUL CAN DEVELOP ON THIS AS 
WE FOLLOW UP WITH PAKS HERE. 

BYROADE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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